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20 CFR Ch. V (4–1–11 Edition) § 654.404 

HOUSING STANDARDS 

§ 654.404 Housing site. 

(a) Housing sites shall be well 
drained and free from depressions in 
which water may stagnate. They shall 
be located where the disposal of sewage 
is provided in a manner which neither 
creates nor is likely to create a nui-
sance, or a hazard to health. 

(b) Housing shall not be subject to, or 
in proximity to conditions that create 
or are likely to create offensive odors, 
flies, noise, traffic, or any similar haz-
ards. 

(c) Grounds within the housing site 
shall be free from debris, noxious 
plants (poison ivy, etc.) and uncon-
trolled weeds or brush. 

(d) The housing site shall provide a 
space for recreation reasonably related 
to the size of the facility and the type 
of occupancy. 

§ 654.405 Water supply. 

(a) An adequate and convenient sup-
ply of water that meets the standards 
of the State health authority shall be 
provided. 

(b) A cold water tap shall be avail-
able within 100 feet of each individual 
living unit when water is not provided 
in the unit. Adequate drainage facili-
ties shall be provided for overflow and 
spillage. 

(c) Common drinking cups shall not 
be permitted. 

§ 654.406 Excreta and liquid waste dis-
posal. 

(a) Facilities shall be provided and 
maintained for effective disposal of ex-
creta and liquid waste. Raw or treated 
liquid waste shall not be discharged or 
allowed to accumulate on the ground 
surface. 

(b) Where public sewer systems are 
available, all facilities for disposal of 
excreta and liquid wastes shall be con-
nected thereto. 

(c) Where public sewers are not avail-
able, a subsurface septic tank-seepage 
system or other type of liquid waste 
treatment and disposal system, privies 
or portable toilets shall be provided. 
Any requirements of the State health 
authority shall be complied with. 

§ 654.407 Housing. 

(a) Housing shall be structurally 
sound, in good repair, in a sanitary 
condition and shall provide protection 
to the occupants against the elements. 

(b) Housing shall have flooring con-
structed of rigid materials, smooth fin-
ished, readily cleanable, and so located 
as to prevent the entrance of ground 
and surface water. 

(c) The following space requirements 
shall be provided: 

(1) For sleeping purposes only in fam-
ily units and in dormitory accommoda-
tions using single beds, not less than 50 
square feet of floor space per occupant; 

(2) For sleeping purposes in dor-
mitory accommodations using double 
bunk beds only, not less than 40 square 
feet per occupant; 

(3) For combined cooking, eating, and 
sleeping purposes not less than 60 
square feet of floor space per occupant. 

(d) Housing used for families with 
one or more children over 6 years of 
age shall have a room or partitioned 
sleeping area for the husband and wife. 
The partition shall be of rigid mate-
rials and installed so as to provide rea-
sonable privacy. 

(e) Separate sleeping accommoda-
tions shall be provided for each sex or 
each family. 

(f) Adequate and separate arrange-
ments for hanging clothing and storing 
personal effects for each person or fam-
ily shall be provided. 

(g) At least one-half of the floor area 
in each living unit shall have a min-
imum ceiling height of 7 feet. No floor 
space shall be counted toward min-
imum requirements where the ceiling 
height is less than 5 feet. 

(h) Each habitable room (not includ-
ing partitioned areas) shall have at 
least one windown or skylight opening 
directly to the out-of-doors. The min-
imum total window or skylight area, 
including windows in doors, shall equal 
at least 10 percent of the usable floor 
area. The total openable area shall 
equal at least 45 percent of the min-
imum window or skylight area re-
quired, except where comparably ade-
quate ventilation is supplied by me-
chanical or some other method. 
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